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The Ming and Qing Dynasties’ Divine and Demonic Novels Printed
in Jianyang and the Regional Religious Culture

Liu Haiyan Han Shuo

Abstract: Jianyang in Fujian Province was a pivotal hub for the woodcut printing of popular fictions in
the Ming and Qing dynasties. The divine and demonic novels woodcut printed in Jianyang in the Ming and
Qing dynasties have the characteristics of local religious culture, and are closely related to the religious
ideas of the compilers. The popular knowledge—based texts printed in Jianyang provided numerous materi-
als for the compilation and creation of the divine and demonic novels. The religious culture in and around
Jianyang also help to nourish the creation of the divine and demonic novels. The religious notion of the
syncretism of the three religions (Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism) has also profoundly influenced
the creation of the divine and demonic novels. The divine and demonic novels printed in Jianyang fre-
quently incorporated local Fujian religious figures and sacred landmarks into its narrative texts and exhib-
ited a meticulous portrayal of folk religious rituals in details. On the one hand, the compilation of the di-
vine and demonic novels reflects the influence of religious culture on popular literature in Fujian. On the
other hand, the compilation, creation, woodcut printing and circulation of the divine and demonic novels
in Jianyang also influenced the inheritance of religious culture in Fujian area.

Keywords: Printed in Jianyang; Divine and Demonic Novel; Religious Culture
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